
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Story City, Iowa 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth and Education Ministry Coordinator       

 

Thanksgiving Day                                                   November 28, 2013                                                 
 

The Prelude 

The Opening Hymn   “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”        No. 797 

The Announcements 

The Invocation 

The Thanksgiving Dialogue                                                   (on screen) 

The Worship Song   “He Has Made Me Glad”                          No. 214 

The First Reading – Joel 2:21-27 
21

 Do not be afraid, land of Judah;  
   be glad and rejoice.  
   Surely the LORD has done great things!  
22

 Do not be afraid, you wild animals,  
   for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green.  
   The trees are bearing their fruit;  
   the fig tree and the vine yield their riches.  
23

 Be glad, people of Zion,  
   rejoice in the LORD your God,  
   for he has given you the autumn rains  
   because he is faithful.  
   He sends you abundant showers,  
   both autumn and spring rains, as before.  
24

 The threshing floors will be filled with grain;  
   the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 
25

 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—  
   the great locust and the young locust,  
   the other locusts and the locust swarm—  
   my great army that I sent among you.  
26

 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full,  
   and you will praise the name of the LORD your God,  
   who has worked wonders for you;  
   never again will my people be shamed.  
27

 Then you will know that I am in Israel,  
   that I am the LORD your God,  
   and that there is no other;  
   never again will my people be shamed. 

The Psalm – Psalm 126 (congregation reads verses in bold) 
 
1
 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,  

   we were like those who dreamed.  



2
 Our mouths were filled with laughter,  

   our tongues with songs of joy.  
  Then it was said among the nations,  
   “The LORD has done great things for them.”  
3
 The LORD has done great things for us,  

   and we are filled with joy. 
4
 Restore our fortunes, LORD,  

   like streams in the Negev.  
5
 Those who sow with tears  

   will reap with songs of joy.  
6
 Those who go out weeping,  

   carrying seed to sow,  
   will return with songs of joy,  
   carrying sheaves with them. 

The Gospel – Matthew 6:25-37 
   

25
 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothes? 

26
 Look at the birds of the 

air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they? 

27
 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your 

life? 
   

28
 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the 

field grow. They do not labor or spin. 
29

 Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 

30
 If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
you of little faith? 

31
 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 

‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 
32

 For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 

33
 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well. 
34

 Therefore do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 

The Creed for Thanksgiving Day                                           (on screen) 
(From Martin Luther's Explanation to the 1

st
 Article) 

The Processional Offering 

The Anthem          “Reasons to Thank You”                           Senior Choir      

The Sermon                                                                         Pastor Jensen 

The Hymn           “Glorious Is Thy Name Most Holy”                     No. 677 

The Prayer 

The Lord's Prayer & Benediction 

The Closing Hymn       “Now Thank We All Our God”                  No. 788 
 
 

Welcome to one and all who have joined us today. It is good to set aside 
this special time to give thanks to God for His abundant love and care. 
 

Thank you to Milianna Carlson for serving as our organist today. Thanks 
also to the Senior Choir for the special anthem. 

 

The offering of food placed in our chancel today will be given to Loaves 
and Fishes Food Pantry. Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry 
in this way.  
 

Processional Offering. We will process to the front for our offering 
today as a symbolic act of bringing our offering to the altar of the Lord. 
The ushers will direct you down the center aisle and you may return by 
the side aisle. 

 

Christmas Eve Service. Your talents are needed for our traditional 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services. These are opportunities for worship 
and inspiration through word and music. If you would like to have a part, 
please call the church office or Emily Anderson by Sunday, December 8 
with the title of your music or reading. 
 

Christmas Angel Gift Project. Thank you to everyone who took an 
Angel Gift tag last Sunday. All the gift tags were taken. Those who took 
the gift tags are reminded that the gifts must be returned to the church by 
Monday, December 9.  

 

Young Adults - You're invited over to the Jensen's (324 Elm) for cider 
and cookies on Friday, November 29th (the day after Thanksgiving) at 
4:30 P.M. At 5:00, we'll walk downtown together for the Christmas carol 
sing and Christmas tree lighting. (Yes, there will be a tree downtown 
again this year!) 
 

A Happy and Blessed Thanksgiving to the Immanuel Family from the 
pastors and staff! 
 

                                


